Section VI.

Sustainable Production and Consumption: Roles and Opportunities for NCPCs
In 1994, UNIDO and UNEP joined forces to help introduce Cleaner Production in developing countries and economies in transition. The UNIDO/UNEP Programme for National Cleaner Production Centres (NCPCs) is a unique program of capacity development to help achieve adoption and further development of the Cleaner Production concept at the national level. The program is aimed at fostering a dialogue between industry and government and enhancing investments for transfer and development of environmentally sound technologies.

Recognizing the interconnectedness of sustainable production and consumption, UNEP has recently called upon NCPCs to expand their scope of activity to include sustainable consumption.  In its Cleaner Production Global Status Report 2002, UNEP urged NCPCs to “focus now on the expanded vision of CP that links explicitly with sustainable consumption.”  UNEP’s Proposal for a Work Programme on Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns (August 2002) states the case even more emphatically: “The activities of existing national centres and roundtables on Cleaner Production will be expanded to address sustainable consumption issues and – where necessary – the establishment of new Sustainable Consumption and Production Centres will be promoted.  In this respect a full-fledged capacity building programme will be carried out.”   
The proposal for a network of national sustainable consumption centers is neither radical nor new.  Eight years ago, in 1994, the Norwegian Government hosted the first international symposium on sustainable consumption as an initial step in the follow-up to the relevant recommendations of Agenda 21.  An important outcome of that meeting was a call for the establishment of “national and multidisciplinary centers…to support more sustainable consumption and production.”

The Small Group Activity that follows will begin to prepare participants for a role in helping NCPCs expand their vision to include both sustainable production and consumption.  In the next Section, participants will have the chance to share their work in a larger group.

Trainer’s Note: Break up the class into small groups of 4 or 5 participants apiece.  Display slide VI-2, “NCPC Roles and Opportunities Activity,” and review the instructions.  Tell the groups that they must prepare a flip chart presentation for the report-back and discussion and identify a spokesperson.
Give participants approximately 2 hours for this activity.
 NCPC Roles and Opportunities Activity

List of Potential Expanded Roles and Opportunities for NCPCs

NCPCs could help businesses:

1. improve the environmental attributes of their products and services, 

2. minimize the environmental impacts of their production activities,

3. gain recognition for “green” products, and 

4. Identify new markets for their greener products or services.

NCPCs could influence national policy by:

5. advocating on behalf of laws and programs designed to change production and consumption patterns.  

NCPCs could serve as national production/consumption clearinghouses that would:

6. collect and actively disseminate information about new approaches, technologies and pilot projects.

NCPCs could also:

7. catalyze multi-stakeholder networks to promote the partnership and collaboration,

8. offer appropriate education and training programs to industry and others, and

9. assist in the establishment of targets and benchmarks for different sectors of the economy.

